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SANERELA SUPPORTS FAMILY OF MURDERED RAPE
VICTIM
SANERELA+ was approached by Tholu Lwazi Phakati
organization to help intervene and manage a case of rape where a
three year old girl was raped and killed by her mother’s boyfriend;
the mother of the child is 15 years old and needed counselling and
support.
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Memorial service held in honour of Tinyiko

Incidences as these exemplify the nature of violence that many
women girls and children in many communities experienceSANERELA+ has been actively implementing activities to create
awareness about VAW/G and also set up support systems for
victims and survivors. Rev. Nokuthula of SANERELA+ extended
counselling to the entire family and officiated the funeral service
held in honour of the deceased; this became necessary when there
was no one to officiate the service. SANERELA+ also informed
the mother of the deceased of the safe spaces created by
SANERELA+ and offered to regularly check up on her and her
family.
INERELA +Secretariat:
Corner Rabie St & Fourth Ave North, Fontainebleau, Randburg,
Johannesburg, South Africa, 2032.
Telephone +27 (0) 11 792 7029 • Fax +27 (0) 11 792 6533 •
Email info@inerela.org

INERELA+ GHANA HOLDS TRAINING ON VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN & GIRLS
As part of the series of activities to advocate for issues related to Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG),
INERELA+ Ghana, held a media training on violence against women and girls with funding received from
United Nations (UN) Women Trust Fund. The training aimed to build the capacity of journalists in ethical
ways of reporting issues about the rights of women and girls and stories about survivors of any form of violence.
A resource person, Ambrose Cori, who is a Senior Investigator at the Commission on Human Rights and
Administrative Justice (CHRAJ) exposed journalists to professional and acceptable ways of writing and
documenting well conceptualized news stories or articles about abuse and violence of women and girls.
In an interview with the Deputy Director of Administrative Justice at CHRAJ Ghana, Mrs. Esther Annor, she
urged the society to stop stigmatizing domestic violence survivors. She confirmed that many survivors of
domestic violence refuse to speak up and seek help from designated institutions as a result of the fear of being
stigmatized and discriminated against which they experience from others. Mrs Annor further stated that the
UNWomen estimates that worldwide, one out of every three women experience violence and this has to be
addressed at all levels. She encouraged survivors of domestic violence to report any encounters they have so that
perpetrators can face the arm of the law- this she said can also serve as a deterrent to others. A legal officer at
CHRAJ, Mr. Cephas Essiful- Ansah, corroborated Mrs.Annor’s submission by confirming that 31.9% of women
in Ghana have experienced one form of domestic violence.
The Country Coordinator of INERELA+, Ghana Mercy Acquah- Hayford said the workshop was part of
activities implemented for a project which aimed to create awareness on the need to end and reduce stigma
against women and girls. The project is currently being implemented in three communities in Accra, Ghana
namely Chorkor, James Town and Nima.

INERELA+ SIERRA LEONE EMPOWERS WOMEN, GIRLS & PEER EDUCATORS WITH
COMPERHENSIVE INFORMATION ON SRHR, GBV, SGBV, HIV/AIDS & COVID-19
Training and capacity building activities were held by INERELA+ Sierra Leone for fifty women at the Door
Church and Redeem church. Ten peer educators were also trained to carry out house to house community
awareness raising on SRHR, GBV/SGBV and HIV/AIDS/COVID 19 prevention. The sessions were facilaitated by
the INERELA+ Coordinator- Rev. Albert Freeman. He took partcipqnts through indepth learning sessions
about SRHR, GBV,HIV/AIDS and COVID-19. Prior to this it has been a challenge to disscus some issues such
as sex and sexuality.

Women at the Training
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Peer Educators Trained

Partcipants were of the impression that religion and culture abhored this and as such should be avoided. They
were thrilled to see a faith leader lead and faciliate such conversations.The peers educators embarked on a door to
door awarness and engaged a number of families in discussions realting to different issues and empowered them
with correct information and informing them of the activities implemented by INERELA+ Sierra Leone.

INERELA+ ZIMBABWE DEVELOPS A DOCUMENTARY
INERELA+ Zimbabwe developed a documentary to showcase the efforts of religious leaders in HIV & AIDS
prevention amongst other outcome areas. The documentary presented a range of support and assistance provided
by INERELA+ Zimbabwe in different communities specifically around HIV&AIDS-prevention, care and
treatment, Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights (SRHR) and Behaviour Change. Religious leaders
highlighted the importance of empowering them as agents of change and champions for advocacy against Stigma,
Shame, Denial, Discrimination, Inaction and Mis-Action (SSDDIM). Beneficiaries were appreciative of the
support they receive from INERELA+ Zimbabwe and urged donors and funders to increase the fund they
provide to ensure continuity of projects and activities. The documentary can be found here.

NINERELA+ MARKS WORLD DISCRIMINATION DAY
The World Zero-Discrimination Day is an annual commemorative event which is marked globally on the 1st of
March every year. It aims at establishing the timely need to act against inequalities and bring an end to it;
specifically those relating to income, sex, age, occupation, health, sexual orientation, disability, use of drugs, race,
ethnicity, religion and gender.
One of INERELA’s primary areas of advocacy is in creating awareness about and bringing an end to all forms of
stigma and discrimination. This serves as a basis for the commemorative activity held by NINERELA+ in
Nigeria. In Nigeria, evidence presents that discrimination is on the rise against marginalized groups and this
informed the round table discussions with faith based leaders and development partners facilitated by
NINERELA+ and Community health advocates known as CHESS advocates to create awareness and identify
ways to end all forms of stigma and discrimination.
Solidarity statements which affirmed the support and buy-in of partners were presented by National Agency for
the Control of AIDS (NACA): Association of Positive Youths in Nigeria (APYIN), Inter-Faith Youth Network,
Christian Aid UK, Nigeria, African Network of Adolescent and
Young Persons Development (ANAYD). Youth Wing of
Christian Association of Nigeria (YOWICAN), National Council
of Muslim Youths Organization (NACOMIYO).
The National Coordinator of NINERELA+, Amber
Erinmwinhe, stated that a lot is still to be done and called for
collective efforts and actions towards ending all forms of stigma
and discrimination against people especially women, girls, People
living with HIV/AIDS and those with disabilities
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INERELA SECRETARIAT ATTENDS UNWOMEN MEETING ON IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
INERELA+ is a beneficiary of a grant from the UN Women Trust Fund (UNTF) under the Spotlight Initiativethe grant supports activities aimed at bringing an end to Violence against Women and Girls (VAW/G) in three
countries namely, Burundi, Ghana and South Africa.
As part of obligatory expectations, INERELA+ Deputy Director- Programmes, Ms.
Munya Mandipaza represented the INERELA+ at the Stakeholders virtual meeting
aimed at examining the impact of COVID-19 on activities to prevent and end
violence against women and girls. It was imperative to review progress a year after
COVID- 19 was declared a global pandemic by the World Health Organisation and
pave a way forward from here on. The context created by COVID- 19 has
exacerbated rates of violence faced by women and girls in all forms which has placed
most of them at heightened levels of risk. Government, Civil Society Organizations
and partners who had been the first responders and service providers who stepped in
to fill gaps created by COVID-19, shared challenges, experiences, lessons learned and best practices approaches to
furthering associated activities. Participants were equivocal about the need for sustained funding and support
from UNTF and cross agency or organisation knowledge exchange and support. The UNTF confirmed that an
announcement will soon be made of an award of USD15 million to projects that primarily focus on ending
violence against women and girls in the context of COVID-19. More details and information about the meeting
can be accessed here.

INERELA+ MALAWI ENGAGES IN OUTREACH ON TREATMENT ADHERENCE & FAITH
HEALING
INERELA+ Malawi engaged in an outreach in Blantyre, TA Kapeni-it was facilitated by Apostle Tamale. The
outreach commenced with talks with the congregation (women and men) about HIV&AIDS prevention and
treatment and faith. This was followed by a door to door outreach to families in the community who were reached
with messages and information that encouraged community members to go test for HIV, be willing to accept the
outcome of the test, commence treatment if possible and not discriminate against those who are positive. The
messages shared also encouraged members that whilst they have faith, they must also ensure that they do not
default in their treatment as faith alone would not be sufficient enough for the required treatment. Apostle
Tamale, confirmed that hunger and poverty adversely affected the willingness of people to continue with
treatment and in response to this, it would be best to provide food and income generating opportunities for such
people.
One notable success was the willingness of a man who had to accept his HIV positive wife back after he had sent
her packing; Apostle Tamale had a chat with him and educated him about the impact stigmatization of HIV
positive persons had on them and how women were increasingly experiencing such from their spouses and the
community.
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KENERELA+ ADAPTS TECHNOLOGY IN ENGAGING WITH RELIGIOUS LEADERS AND YOUNG
PEOPLE
KENERELA+ has timeously adapted the use of technology in its engagements with religious leaders and young
people about SRHR, HIV, SVAC, SGBV and capacity building on COVID-19. The emergence of COVID-19 has
necessitated the urgency for organisations to re- align activities and operations to factor in the impact of COVID19 and ensure that the impact does not significantly affect the implementation of project activities.
This informed the decision taken by KENRELA+ to adapt technology for as many activities as possible and
ensure that they are held virtually through social media platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp, as well
as the use of mass media like radio stations and television.
KENERELA+ disseminated information about SRHR, HIV, SGBV, SVAC and COVID-19 and engaged Youth
through conversations on Facebook live, Twitter and
WhatsApp. This engagement saw young people actively
engaging during the live Facebook discussion where we were
able to reach 615 people during the live discussion, with
young people and religious leaders being part of the
panellist. This activity saw young people coming up with
key questions during this session, where they sought for
guidance from the spiritual leaders on reproductive health
matters and other relevant issues.
It is also worth noting that from these activities with young
people, INERELA+ Kenya has been able to build their
capacity and is currently working with over 200 young
people as champions and advocates for SRHR HIV, SGBV
and SVAC.
Also, INERELA+ Kenya has been able to reach 226 religious leaders in order to build their capacity on how to
effectively disseminate messages to their online congregation and networks. To date, through virtual
engagements, over 3,000 religious leaders have been reached due to the continuous engagement via various virtual
platforms. The adoption of technology has been a complimentary process and KENERELA+ still engages in the
creation of awareness through outreach activities, door to door activities and community dialogues aimed at
disseminating comprehensive and correct information- these are done with strict adherence to all COVID-19
protocols.

REVEREND GIDEON BYAMUGISHA NOMINATED AS MEMBER OF UNAIDS
MULTISTAKEHOLDER TASKFORCE ON HIV
After a call for nominations from UNAIDS for people living with HIV, key populations and other affected
communities to join the multistakeholder task force for an upcoming high-level meeting on HIV, Prof. Canon
Gideon Byamugisha Co-founder of INERELA+ was among the successful nominated 16 representatives from
civil society and private sector.
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Canon Gideon Byamugisha

The representatives are expected to advise UNAIDS on the format, theme and programme of the
multistakeholder hearing and will assist with the identification of speakers for high-level plenary meetings and
panel discussions. INERELA+ worldwide is proud to have one of our own who is not only a thought leader in the
fight against HIV&AIDS but a consistent advocate for the INERELA+SAVE methodology and fighter against
HIV related Stigma, Shame, Denial, Discrimination, Inaction, Mis-action (SSDDIM).
We wish him many more opportunities for recognition and greater achievements.

INERELA+ GHANA COMMISSIONS GROUP TO ASSIST VICTIMS OF GENDER BASED
VIOLENCE
Assisting victims and survivors Gender Based Violence is one of many priority focus areas for INERELA+
Ghana. To this end, it commissioned a champion women’s group in
Bukom to assist and provide assistance to victims and survivors of
violence.
The dedicated team will be trained as Para legals serve as
intermediaries between victims and survivors of violence and the
law enforcement agencies; they will also help with case referrals to
appropriate authorities. Mrs. Mercy Acquah-Hayford, coordinator
of INERELA+ Ghana, stated that the initiative, would be
implemented in three other communities namely, James Town,
Chorkor and Nima. An assistant commissioner of police, Jones
Blantari, Board Chairman of INERELA+ Ghana confirmed that
the targeted sites are areas with high prevalence rates of domestic violence and it is hoped that the initiative will
educate women about their rights and equally motivate them to report any form of violence that they experience.
Mrs. Acquah-Hayford, thanked INERELA+ secretariat for its support and also the United Nations Trust FundUN Women for funding activities and initiatives to end violence against women and girls.
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